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Ferrie Alib i: Worked 


For Top Mafia Chief 

D ALLAS — Despite the histrionics of king-sized Jim 
Garrison, the eerie trail of the Kafka-like David 
W. Ferrie does not appear to lead to the tragedy of ’63. 

In 40 still-classified pages of the Warren Commission 
Report, Ferrie’s path, instead, heads toward one of the 
land’s most notorious of Mafia dons. TQie sMr^rg»rd*,es- 
iab^gied by ace FBI teams, • discloses positively 

|#§Iun New Orleans the day\ rifle spat fire .'and death from 
ffche book depository. .’tv* - . ■<* 
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{ Ferrie, a pilot, in effect worked for Carlos Marcello, often 
referred to ’asS the syndicate “boss” of Louisiana and de- 
scribed by the late Sen. Estes Kefauver as “one of the worst 
.^criminals in’ the country.” The manicured, bantam multimil- 
flionaire Marcello is one of the 13 alleged Mafia high council 
t|who were picked up by New York police last September in a 
Queens restaurant. . , 

Marcello, who once took a swing at an FBI agent, for 
many years has had influence over trucking and waterfront 
activity as well as gambling throughout the Southwest. ' 


FOR ALMOST two decades Carlos Marcello, estimated | 
by police to be worth at least $50 million in real estate, 
motels, oil wells, shrimp boating and commercial enterprises, 
has been feuding with the Immigration and .Naturalization j 
Service. 

| The Federals charged he was an alien and sought to de- 
■I port him. The Federals also charged him with attempting 
§£to show he was born in San Jose.Pinula, Guatemala, by al- 
legedly forging a birth certificate. Some seven years ago the’ 
® % 'U.S. government actually flew him to Guatemala. But he re- 
i. turned. Then he was charged with other improprieties in- 
i' volving his birth papers. 


Marcello came to trial during the week of Nov. 18, 1963 
His learned counsel then was G. Wray Gill, who also ’spoke 
for him when he attempted to hit an FBI agent at the New 
Orleans airport. 
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handyman for some of this work. They took on a weird char- 
acter by the name of Dave W. Ferrie. The latter hit the 
road considerably on this case of government charges that 
Marcello had used a false passport. Ferrie took at least one 


I 


-^Vgi!ll outpointed the government and Marcello beat the 
rapi— on Nov. 22, 1963. 

The late Ferrie later told the FBI that he was just out- 
jPde the^urtroom when the jury acquitted Marcello. But 
Ipill told ffderal agents that at 12:15 p.m. that grim day he 
stalked to his office. One of his staff told the lawyer that Fer- 
ine was rigfejt there. This was just five minutes before the as- 
sassination of Jack Kennedy hundreds of miles away. 

* This testimony conflicts but it does establish the dead 
Feme's j^bLYt also proves how tangled are the skeins of 
this explosive bit of history. So many people, so many weird 
ones, so many easy mysteries to whip up. 


And despite the criss-crossing of so many lives and so 
many deaths and so many evil ones, the case of Dave W. 
_Ferrie proves one thing big Jim Garrison did not think of 
Improving — that .is, there is far more to . do on other fronts 
tgthan has been done by this district attorney. 

f He was elected to fight crime and keep law and order 
&nd not to go chasing deviationist shadows across the estuary. 



